long, adubarory articles o the Russian dancers. Ax the
ﬂmunﬂm&nhm!ﬁjun: 1911, a shird of the sexis were
rken for the kings guests, snd Covennt Garlen was a sea
of roses ard orchids. The smlls and the ders glioered wich
diamond taras and jeweds The men wore thelr spaskling
decomtions and medals on splendid dress aniformes. It
was a grest onour foe the Russian dencers 1o be mvited o
perform at this event. They danced part of Fanile ol
in the prt:-uuenl' thee new h.'lqgarh;l quee,

LIMaghiles’s chorcographers were Mikhail Fokine, bosily
finllcrwed by Washaw Wiginaky, then Leondde Massine, Beonisloa
Miinsks and George Balanchine, His dessgnees before
the Fiest Workd War were Bussiane Leon Bakse, Alexandre
Benais, lvan Biliben, Aleksander Golovine, MNiolal Roench,
Scrgey Sudeikin, faver adie.  Draring the War and larer he
comimissiane] designs from the Russian meondornise Naalia
Goncharova and Mikhail Larisnoy, followed by many non-
Hussiasns: Palda Picasen, J=u1 e reais, Gmrﬂu I:Iﬂque,
Andre Diemain and Henn Matisse. [t is thanks to the Ballets
Russes thar new ary foems such as Cuobiss weee rapidly
knoan internatonally.  (Peoasse = on rooord as ssyng char
Digghilev did more o dizseminaee his fome Enpernacionally
than his dealer Bosenberps Pards shoes)  Lase bat not
lezst, Dizghiey comméssioned music from Claude Debussy,
Serpey Prokohey arul Maunce Havel as well as diseovering
lgor Stravimsky.  Their eollabomoon was o make & lastng
mark on the soursd and ehnehen of music. Scheijen gives us
a demiled account of the genesis and first performances of
&ll the halles, parriwh.rl!.- the Savr dy thnp.:. thar st
catachysmic piece of mwenteth-cenmary music.

ﬂ'ﬂgjuihw achieved all this with no sable Gramcial
backing, no permanent base for the company, no bandy
imfrastroonsme: rehearsal pooms, oosneme snadios and sragpe-
bulking workshops. AR had o be fours] and rensed,
:qmn:d}p. in different cownrmes.  Farhermore, be had
i deal wwh the dr'.ln-rpllir.!rl waased h. o k] war and the
Hussian Eevoduoon. Fle was often desperare and on the
verge of tuin, yoi be wesald always appear impernarhabde amd
enpeccably dressed, and was féted by kings and emperocs
arwl the boadess of Sociery & all ehe capitals of Buarope

There are u few miscales in the illusrrarions. On page 104
the sketch of Diaghiler’s morse is aemhated to Sorov whonsas
it iz sggned L. Bakst'. Abo, ooc of the full-page colour
Hlustsatsens after page 280 s deseribed as loda Rubinseein

it Lebebermgde, whersas |t represonts Certrade Holfmann
uu:]l adverises her USA mour of the piraced version of the
Ballcts Russcn,

Scheijen is excellent in describang the complex amd
frequently  sntagonktie weh of  ardse,  chorographers,
musicians, designers and dapcers surmoanding  Disghiles:
The eriumph of this book e in the degree oo whach the
beographer has schieved something Bhe a geoup biography,
amalysing Diaghiley and all the stars of the Balless Fissscs in
& rich and exhilarating sory.

Anapeii Taprosckuii: Cofinparean Chop
by Lavla Alexander-Craroen
tAcTpean, Mocsna 2000

H::nn'.l.'a']h:.' Vierg Libher

you write aboar me... yoo will, voua'l
se6,,, don't paint me o eynndeal direceor,
st don't be neammal. .. wote whae yoa felr. "

Layla Abexasder-Gaarreit momembens the woeds of a dying
iwan, Mearly a quareer of a contiary liter bore & the book
he foresaw she would wrie. In a sense his gift 10 her was
permbision b owiite about his ‘other’ Bfe, saang, ‘wocan =
VMY, TR GACTIE OMCIE SRAETE, U0 (e G oo s, .5
At the cpioanere of the events of the lass yoars of his life,
betore “fate like o madman wich a razor’ cur him down = froen
het first brave appeaich i Moseen, o woslding as inbesprober
o the Swedish ser of bas lase flm, Samife, oo the momths
fesling ugr oo his dearh — Layls Alesander-Grarron presents
an m-depeh view of, and a loving restimony o, o roubled
man searching for anssers 1o lide’s P

M paralicl camicra terhis, ber nodehoodos reoord Tarkoyvsky's
HSCreCtions on ser, his random |I1m|#|u, winry asides, ho
alteranions and addibons, recont dreams inserted o the
seemario, a5 she rrails him, his blonde shadow®, Mivse e
preceduction destgn sy, tockas of the trade, his adiosyacmatic
long mkes, different angle repear shors, his liking for 2 'dark
Bght', a semse of Emang chithim, outdkes and fetakes, and
perpebaal worry abwar the tide which necds o encapsulace
the Alm... Wikeh, Fareet Pied, Tiv Cadiector (Tuat a flm of that
title exists already so thar's owt = Terence Stamip, nos Alan
Bares, by the way, i the lewd), .iu[m-lgm.ﬁ!;-, .'rw Thamaiar,
Dhreawe Laver, Gty Offering, Saonbor, Edernal Retwew. ..

Andd, a wordy mesmens for a Blm aboar unw@ﬁn!
leve — Tarkensky considered onrecquited ke the highest
manifestation of puare ke, Hiz wife [arics sensed this oo it
i more dangerous than a passng affain. Tarkoviky suffered
because of Layla, and for Layla: “ma o npeactassrm, cel gc
ARG TR, 0 B3RS Tol BHBIOMIY, Shie s sherar proiaal
rappoet, &5 she resugreces Tarkovshy awmb 3 book Froen the
beart. Sk Arasbed his sentenos, she anticipated bis necds,
e neeeded people arowund hizn whoe inruiced his needs, bur she
wre] glee Puh'm g of achdress alnsosg umid the ol She fills
Gut (and sverlaps adth) his sketchy fragmented Dianes wich
ber own episodic remollecions, O senses one bas fead
peetrae of this before — mirross and echoes. .. Inany case, his
Dhanes are only the parmal ereth: there was uH'-wuﬂIﬂI{q.
oy Lansa pead and dectored thom (there are wimesses). ..
His wibe pers shooe shrift, her l:‘i.PﬂL‘tl :qn-mni She was
s eouss i bear for the sake of his son,.. Lt woald make a
marvelloas film... ExCEp he wouald measr Beedy have tobd ber
fib cut ane ot again, ..

VWhen Andrei Tarkowsky aied ip_,-rd oy F.|F|:|--E,-.|r [adame




Reviews — Books

|.i:|{i."¢'.'l!r|!£, on 29 Diecember 1984, hus hlm fi.ﬂiwrregmeﬁll
for the few books by and abow him thar appeased soon afies
~ his own Sonbimg In Time: Refectians O The Cinema in 19846,
has Tewe Withiw Time The Dvaper T@T0.1984 m 19971, Mark
Le Fanu's The C i u_,l" Amadres Twibopndy in1987, and M:::.::
Turovskaya’s Tarkaroky, Claema ar Portry in 1989, .. & well &
filrm diaries and imbutes by Alexander Sokuror i 1987, Chns
Marker in 1999, and his cwn Teebe o | :{ﬁ.[.w with Toning
Goserea in 1983, We know his views on cinema, which he
saw a3 on egqual foating with great are, lieeraruee,
and rmamc, and his anascics for the world, and,
of course, he saw no differentiaton beroween has
crarnt life and the bife in his Alms: ‘w0 ooeecmy,
BOE MO ;bu.-.mu.l oo amee’, They were all abour
him, about Bussia, and pramanly for a Russian

A

He spelled out in mterviews and ;

audience. ¥,
dizries major influences from phalosophy, music,
liveransre, art and fibms 5o, there is no ETIVEETY
as b what his Alens are mcant g0 signfy, though
b shid Bke to be enlggmate = the less acecssible
a work ro the ingelleo, the greater s’ Bare,
have his MMM I, his Wrltanahessny, reiterated and
embelliched in an inemare secoune of the vears when e
was I".|.|..'.I1l|u'|.|.'I I 0 TAnYy ﬁ\-unh, |.1-l:l||lil.'=],r||1|.t|4.1|1..|]. l:rwiiw.',
finzncial, and snknowingly with the cancer thar aas o kil
hiem, leaving many unrealized projects = is most welcome,

Demysrifying the man and his ssere, Layls Alexander.
Grarrcie broings o life the ardst and the man, who left an
mdelible imprint on her. 1noa collage of poctic snippes and
'plmp cuts, reminiscences and reflecrions, refracted through
“drcams’, realny and dreams intermingling in 3 mosaic of
repettons and digressions within digressions — ame within
ume = she gives us the man ancd the cmema gonsus aaare of
his own woeth. Like Morsmemn'’s Hedgehog (prckly Tarkovsky
with his summer “Toshieo Mifune” brush hairowr) he appears
wt oof the mists of tme, Tarkowsky liked mises,. A pamial
haography, but by no means & hagography, and a pedantse
sixty-day film diary of schedules: the unglmorous daily
teddisien of Glming, tee anention o deail, the waitng for the
nght acather conditdons, the disasters when pyrosechnics
go wrong and the camera ams. The frictons, tensions and
dramas on st (v cnops powaacToa Bompia ), hiz sclocoon
process of acrors for the Alm, ks fuss over costumes, kis
chotee of music, his likes and dislikes, his preference bor
pcbors mat bo act... His skte of mind ll.!l.l-fiﬂH_ the making af
the film and afrer... And chere are thumbmil skeeches of
his :nﬂ:—J.:_;-_-.hc-: on the ilm, Sven MNykvisr, Erland Jmsephson,
Susan Flectonod, producers, designers, a fifty-arong film
crow, It was it soweoth salling, mondy a constans issue,
The Swedes nicknamed the fitm Tarkorsdy t Nightmare.. Afver
this ook flm buffs will see the flm, whach he considered the
fan il u‘nr.u:lrl::nl: ane he :rllﬂ-:. with Fesh Eyi.. He belicved
bike Pushkin, that every poet, every true antst, s a pruphl::,
like iv oo o,

linarwee of his calent, baignos the man, Layla Bshions, frame
by frame, a fascinatng mmage of a complex man, She does
nust coneeal his dark side, his petulant irtmtion with “slow.
witied Swedes’, his casies] on-ser affasr, his indecisiveness,
and his perfecrionism. He knew exacely ool be wanted, buat
oily when be saw 5t An egoist (his mother said be was, so
hee muast b, @ wonntee oo, highly-stmong, r.r|.|:|-cn.'|:.._ dissanasdied
with himiself, ut with guih-.i'-sa child-like rni;'tr'nin__n_ q:u,!il:iﬁ_
Tarkowsky could be an imelleerual snob, ourwardly cold and
r defensive, bat inssde best 2 tender heart. Layla
was more than his intcrpreeer, she was his
and his go-berween = she escorted him home,
dezlr with people (he hared confronmions), and
ot leis miseress Berin (adue will give bdreh e
hig son Alexander in September 1986 the vear
Tarkovsky dies of cancer and TB) our of his
flat before his wife was due oo ardve. She held
his hand metaphorically i difficalr dmes and
literally dusing a haspital blopsy, She was there
for the diagnosis, oo

Findeed S[pifits, Tarkovsky and Layle, borh
ivteresied mn n:l.lglrm el Fasrern T:-hilum»p»h], baarhs belsevers
in dreams and coincidences, in Gods providence,  He in
parapsychology, tebepathy, and séances (1 Moscow when
Tasternak appeared and wld him he'd make seven Alms, he
bBelieved it = “you don't believe in sfances, doowouw? 1 believe an
Pasternak, ..”). she in astrology, numerodogy, and Taror cands
Tackowsky i envious of her meccting with Apollo 14 mtronaut
Edgar Mirchell, who later founded the Instinupe of Moctc®
Invesngarion. She rakes ham i a lecure on happiness by her
Tilewan lanna gura, wiho savs one hias o seerifice onesell for
the salvation of others — exactly the theme of famfie All
comes toggether in the spintual, but doa't meddle wath the
dark side, be says. s she with this book = raising the dead?
Toakomaresneinmngs’ e called her, and his !;-l.uﬂii.m :l.ﬂgtl. He
also named hee & ateega, the wicch, a recuring Agore mol
his fAlos. She was has mi:luﬂlpnn‘vr, his double, ks dacomon,
she was the angel reflected in the mireor in his Glm... she
reminded lim ot has mogher. He was convinced his maother
had semr ber oo km.

Lasoeke 0 i wnmeem and you'll understand his films... He
was a male chauvinmist who idolizcd women, he patronized
her, was possessive, demanding, but she stood her ground
with wit and oocasional shasp congue, ciing Akhmarovs and
the wives of the Decembaist. He peoendsed her & diumaond
ring and dedicated his fathers poem, a dechiragon of kowe,
wr her.  She dedscates her book o the next peneranon,
his son Alexander and her el-:l.ughrl:r Lena, 1w contipue the
conversation perhaps.. Tarkoveky's fAlems were & contimesus
dialoguee with bimself. Elucidation in any form will mare
than satisfy his many admirers. . An index would be aseful,
ren Wrte what 1 meant o :.'-nu'... this [..;.'|!|-|i Abexarider-
Garrett his done 0 the best of lser ability, Magmnt o his
Maszer...



